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Presidentôs Message 
Submitted By Steve Milam 

The Nov 8th election date is arriving fast.  There are many ballot items and candidate contests 

that will affect each of us directly and some will affect our community as whole.  However you 

might feel about an election issue or a candidate, it is vitally important that your voice be heard.  

Regardless of how you vote I encourage you to vote -- it is one the most fundamental rights that 

people have been fighting and dying for this summer and for years around the world.   Let us 

cherish what we have and utilize that precious right on Nov. 8.  Don't forget to vote. 

 

On Thursday Nov 10, 2011 from 7:00 to 9: 00 P.M. at the Montlake Community Center there 

will be a special meeting of the Montlake Community Club to hear a detail presentation about 

the Combined Sewer Overflow Control Plan and the Green Storm Water Infrastructure plans for 

the Montlake basin.  The most recent recommendations for the plan can be seen at the following 

website: 

http://www.kingcounty.gov/environment/wastewater/CSO/ProgramReview.aspx 

 

The "CSO" plan includes a proposal for a 7.87 million gallon catchment tank to be located in 

close proximity to 520 either to the north or south to handle potential overflows.  There will be 

representatives from the County and the City to describe the Plans and to answer questions. 

 

The Board would really like to have your suggestions for action the Club should consider.  Your 

suggestions will be given serious consideration. 

Many improvements to the community have had their origins in that way and brought to fruition 

by the dedicated work of volunteers and the generous donations of members of the Montlake 

Community such as:   the Gateway Pocket Parks at 24th and Boyer,  Portage Bay Habitat, 

Montlake Boat Launch,   Designation of Montlake as an Historic District, and others.  We want 

your ideas. 

 

Further, if you are interested in being more active in the Community, we have a vacancy on the 

Board for a Board Member.  Just contact anyone of the Board members to let us know that you 

are interested. 

 

Don't forget to change your clocks this weekend and remember to vote by Nov. 8th.  

<back to top> 
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Montlake  Community  Club  General  Meeting  
Submitted By Anita Bowers 

Montlake Community Clubôs General Meeting, Wednesday, October 12
th
 

The Montlake Community Clubôs new President, Steve Milam opened the meeting and thanked 

the many volunteers who for years have worked on the behalf of our community. 

Connie Bain, MCC Treasurer, shared the Boardôs decision to move the Clubôs funds to BECU 

along with Colin Shannon Garveyôs work in moving our financial accounting to Quicken.  This 

move provides more timely accounting and transparency.   

With the absence of the Shannon Garveysô, Anita gave a brief update on the Clubôs property, 

East Gateway Park.  There will be a neighborhood party at the property to celebrate the addition 

of a bench, kiosk and plaque dedicating the new path to Elizabeth Duncan.  

Jonathan spoke briefly about the Coalitionôs law suit that was recently filed.  There has not been 

an initial hearing as of yet and we will keep the community updated through the Flyer.  

Karen Ko, Northeast District Council Coordinator, spoke to us about Montlakeôs opportunities in 

belonging to the NEDC.  The Board will work harder to include the community in the Councilôs 

business.  

Jon Decker, Montlakeôs representative at the SR-520 Westside Community Design 

Collaboration, gave us an outline of what the committee was involved in and he encourages 

neighbors to contact him with ideas on the design of the Montlake Lid. 

Dana West informed us of the King Countyôs plans to control all CSO, County Sewer Overflow 

locations to an average of not more than one overflow a year at each location.  This project will 

begin in the Duwamish area and will eventually come to the Montlake area with a green 

stormwater infrastructure.  We will follow this proposed CSO plan and keep the Montlake 

Community informed.  

As always, the Board encourages the participation of the community and welcomes hearing of 

your concerns and ideas for meetings and projects we should be involved in. 

The next general meeting will be held January 11
th
 at Montlake Community Center<back to top> 

Next Montlake Community Club Board Meeting  
Board Meetings are held monthly from September through June on the first Wednesday of the 

month.  The next MCC Board meeting will be on Wednesday, November 2nd, 7:00 pm at the 

Steve Milamôs home. You are welcome to attend any Board meeting. 

Please let Anita know if  you have a question or request for the MCC Board.  Our meetings are 

open to all.  You can contact us by email at president@montlake.net or board@montlake.net    

 

<back to top> 
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SR 520, I -5 to Medina: Bridge Replacement WSDOT Up date   

 
Driver alert: Full SR 520 bridge closure in just over a week: Nov. 5-7, eastbound lanes close 

after the Huskies game 
Plan ahead to avoid delays around the SR 520 corridor on Nov. 5-7, when we will completely 

close the SR 520 floating bridge and highway from Montlake Boulevard in Seattle to I-405 in 

Bellevue. Crews will close the westbound lanes starting at 10 p.m. Saturday, Nov. 5 and follow 

with the eastbound lanes at midnight. The floating bridge will reopen by 5 a.m. Monday, Nov. 7. 

  

By keeping SR 520 eastbound lanes open until midnight, weôll make sure that Husky fans 

attending the 7:30 p.m. football game at Husky Stadium will have a chance to drive home 

afterward. 

  

During the closure, crews will set 24 more giant concrete girders at Evergreen Point Road in 

Medina. Crews also will complete other time-sensitive construction activities and expand a 

median work zone east of 84th Avenue Northeast. Westbound drivers will see a lane shift 

Monday morning and the westbound HOV merge point will shift to the east.  

  

Drivers are encouraged to use alternate routes and detour signs will be posted around the 

corridor. The most up-to-date SR 520 construction information is available on our Eastside 

project page. 

  

Join us Nov. 9 for our next public session of the Seattle Community Design Process  

 

We hope to see you at our second Seattle Community Design Process public session from 4-7 

p.m. on Wednesday, Nov. 9 at MOHAI. We are continuing to seek community feedback on 

design features of SR 520 improvements in Seattle. At the Oct. 1 public session, we received 

comments and ideas on how to enhance the environment and local neighborhoods while we 

improve SR 520 for drivers, transit riders, bicyclists and pedestrians. 

  

At the next public session on Nov. 9, we will build on those conversations. You can view 

drawings and provide more feedback on community connections, lids and bridge structures 

throughout the project area. Youôll see initial design concepts and have a chance to share your 

ideas with the project urban design team. You can also participate in small group discussions and 

provide input on floating bridge construction and outreach planning. 

  

Details:  

 

When? 4-7 p.m., Wednesday, Nov. 9 (with a short presentation at 4:30 p.m. and again at 

5:30 p.m.)  

 

Where? Museum of History & Industry (MOHAI): 2700 24th Ave. East, Seattle, WA 

98112. Located just north of SR 520 in Montlake. Free parking and bike racks are 

available at the museum. Bus access via routes 25, 43, 44, 48, 255, 542, 545. 

<back to top> 
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SR 520, I -5 to Medina: Bridge Replacement Community Input   
Submitted by Jon Decker AIA 

The presentation at the meeting above will include design options for the Westside portions of 

the freeway from Foster Island to Roanoke Park/Portage Bayand Montlake Communities related 

to the access and egress from the proposed six-lane freeway, the second bascule bridge, noise 

and air quality protection and the development of the design options for the covered ñlidò areas 

both at Roanoke Park and Montlake.  

To respond to design questions and related issues Montlake has formed a design team that 

includes myself, as a member of the WSDOT Westisde Design Collaborative Committeeand 

individuals representing the Montlake neighborhood  

 Dick Dunn for the EastHamlin/Shelby area, richardrdunn@comcast.net 

 Chuck Budnick and Elaine King for the West Hamlin/Shelby and Montlake Blvd., 

formfactorinc@comcast.net 

 John Oneil for the Montlake Blvd to the Arboretum ñlidò  jroneil3@comcast.net 

 StuartJamieson for the East Lake Washington Blvd. stuartj@u.washington.edu 

It is strongly recommended that members of the Community contact these representatives with 

their comments, suggestions and concerns so that I may meet with WSDOT to resolve them.  

The agenda for the November 9
th
 meeting is to discuss proposed design options and for WSDOT 

to obtain input from those present. The period for this design process is approximately six 

months which will include several meetings with WSDOT and the Community to be held at the 

Community Center.  

If  there are any questions, please send them to your neighborhood represenatitive with a copy to 

me at jdecker@deckerarchitects.com  <back to top> 
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University Link Light Rail Tunnel Update  
Submitted by Janice Sears 

Update as of Oct 21, 2011.The three tunnel boring machines are moving right along to their 

final destinations. Togo has traveled 3,875 feet .and is a little more than 1/3 complete with his 

tunnel digging duties. Balto is not far behind, having completed 2,815 feet, almost 25 percent 

complete! Both are on track to reach Capitol Hill Station in spring 2012.Brenda has traveled 

2,418 feet, and is at 31 percent complete. She will emerge from the ground at the extraction site 

next to the Paramount Theatre by the end of this year.  

New Webcam Location at University of Washington Station   

Thereôs a new eye-in-the-sky home for the webcam at the University of Washington Station site. 

The camera is now mounted on top of the 216-foot high tower crane. From that vantage point, 

viewers are treated to many great shots of the station construction and the tunneling operations at 

the station site. To view the webcams, visit us online. 

The webcam was moved from its location on the roof of Husky Stadium because the stadiumôs 

major renovation is getting close to beginning. More details on the Husky Stadium Renovation. 

Construction at a glance   

  UW Capitol Hill 

Demolition 100% 100% 

Station Excavation 62.4% 100% 

Tunneling 22% 20% 

Station construction 9.42% 0% 

Power Systems & Track 0% 0% 

U-Link Overall 38.6%    

More info can be found on the Sound Transit website. http://projects.soundtransit.org/Projects-

Home/University-Link/University-Link---Project-Update.xml   

The tunnel route can be viewed via the 

link.belowhttp://projects.soundtransit.org/Documents/pdf/projects/link/north/ULink/ULinkStreet

map1_07.pdf  

<back to top> 
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http://projects.soundtransit.org/Documents/pdf/projects/link/north/ULink/ULinkStreetmap1_07.pdf
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Mon tlake  Gateway  Parks  Renovation Project -Maple Snag  
By Arthur Lee Jacobson 

 

 

 

On October 11, arborists removed an unsafe, dead, tall Bigleaf Maple tree in East Gateway Park 

(24th & Boyer). But they deftly left a 13-foot stump to serve as a wildlife-friendly, safe, snag. Its 

top was nicked and a hole sawed through, to make it appear more natural. The insects that come 

to live there will feed birds. Perhaps some birds will nest in it. When it does finally rot and fall, it 

will not injure the nearby bus shelter, nor hit the gravel path. . <back to top> 

 

Classifieds  
 

No classifieds received for October. 

Personal ads are free! They run for one month only. 

At the editorôs discretion ads may be: 

 Reposted by request on succeding months 

 Edited for content. 

 Not posted due to space limitations or subject matter. 

Please contact Flyer-advertising@Montlake.net for commercial ads. 

. <back to top>  
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Mon key Tree  
By Arthur Lee Jacobson 

No common Seattle tree is so odd and eye 

catching as the Monkey Tree, also called 

Monkey Puzzle, Monkey-tail Tree, and 

described in old literature as Chilean Pine --

it was discovered in the 1600s by European 

explorers. Until recent years, no southern 

hemisphere tree of any species was more 

planted in Seattle than this; it literally pops 

up wild here now and then. It is native to 

high snowy mountains of south Chile and 

SW Argentina. Thriving in the mild Pacific 

Northwest better than anywhere else in 

North America, it is well known --and 

sometimes hated-- because of its distinctive 

appearance. Cactus-like when young, in age 

itôs somber, notably dark and almost 

ludicrous. Ferociously sharp leaves arm 

slender branches and earn it the appellation 

Monkey Puzzleðfor to climb one is to risk 

painful scratches. Still, raccoons and 

squirrels sometimes attempt it. In 1834, at a 

British dinner party, a guest coined the expression ñPuzzle-Monkey Tree,ò because it would 

puzzle a monkey to climb it. Its branches rubbing against power lines have caused fires. 

It is cousin to the well known houseplant Norfolk Island Pine, and to the frost-sensitive Bunya 

Bunya Pine of Australia. Its scientific name, Araucaria araucana, is based on the name of the 

Araucanos people of Arauco, a province of Chile. 

Some trees are male, others female; extremely few are bisexual. The cantaloupe sized round 

female cones break up when mature in late summer or fall, releasing big edible seeds, tedious to 

husk but worth the effort. They are (or were) a staple crop, usually roasted, for the natives in 

Chile and Argentina. If a male tree (cucumber shaped pollen cones) is not near enough to 

pollinate the female, most of the seed husks will be hollow duds. 

The species has been officially protected in Chile since 1976. The tallest height on record there is 

165 feet, and it can live 1,000 years. In England it has reached 95 feet so far, and in Seattle some 

have reached 65 feet before being cut down. The one pictured, near Montlake School at 22nd & 

Calhoun, is 48 feet, and mostly male; some years it bears a few female cones. My book Trees of 

Seattle, 2nd edition (2006) supplies locations of 6 male and 8 female specimens, mostly 45 to 65 

feet tall. If you are curious as to why our nearby Arboretum lacks large old specimens, it is 

because a former director there disliked these trees. For the same reason, the tallest in Seattle, in 

Ballard, was cut down in January 2010, disturbing many citizens and generating media coverage. 

In honor of the fact that now I serve on the community club board of trustees, I offer a free 

Montlake tree tour on Sunday, November 13th, at 3:00, starting in front of Montlake School. 

Normally I both charge for tours, and avoid them in winter due to foul weather. If it is very rainy 

that day, maybe I should postpone it. For details, please call me at 328-8733 or email at 

ALJ@consultant.com 

<back to top>  
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Montlake  Community  Center  

NEWS RELEASEMike McGinn, MayorChristopher Williams, Acting Superintendent   

For Immediate Release: October 26, 2011 

Contact:Dewey Potter, 206-684-7241email dewey.potter@seattle.gov 

Seattle Parks moving forward on renovation of Montlake Playfield football/soccer field 

Seattle Parks and Recreation is moving forward with renovations to the Montlake Playfield 

football/soccer field that will solve long-term problems with soggy, swampy ground and provide 

a great space that will be available year-round for community use. 

 The renovation, which includes replacement of the current surface with a synthetic turf surface 

and the work that will create the needed undersurface for the field, is made possible by a 

generous donation from Ohno Construction. This surface will mean less daily and annual 

maintenance and will make the field safe, playable, and available much more often for 

community events. 

 Parks held two public meetings at the Montlake Community Center on October 10 and 13 to 

describe the proposed improvements to park neighbors and users. 

Today the field is virtually unplayable. The site was surrounded by "low, swampy ground 

covered with swamp grass and rushes,ò according to a 1937 letter from the City Engineer. The 

low basin that is now the playfield was originally a peat bog. 

Despite repeated filling over the years, the playfield has been only intermittently playable 

because of uneven pressures on the viscous peat below that cause upheavals in the playfield area 

and shore lands. Field conditions continue to deteriorate and require seasonal renovation projects 

every year, including reseeding of the entire field, removal of existing turf, and importing 

thousands of pounds of sand and sod. 

The renovated field will Increase playable hours, promote safety with an even surface, reduce the 

year-round and annual costs of field maintenance, reduce the expense of field preparation, 

conserve water, and reduce the use of fertilizer and soil amendments. There is no proposal for 

lighted fields in the project. 

This generous donation will keep the field playable for school and organized sportsfields and 

available for community use for years to come. The turf field has been expensive to maintain, out 

of service for long periods every year because of the need for renovations, not hospitable to 

competitive play, and not a good surface for community festivals and other events.  

www.seattle.gov/parks    

 

<back to top> 
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Montlake Branch Library News  
Submitted by Montlake Librarian Kay Kirkpatrick 

Need a good book to settle in with on a rainy Seattle evening? Check out The Seattle Public 

Libraryôs ever expanding e-book collection without even breaking out an umbrella! 

Happenings at the branch this month include: 

For Adult Readers~ 

The Montlake Book Group meets at 6:30 p.m. - 7:45 p.m. every third Tuesday of the month. 

Everyone is welcome. Copies of the books are available at the branch. Our book for the Nov. 15 

discussion will be the classic mystery ñGaudy Nightò by Dorothy Sayers. 

For Children~ 

Regular STORY TIMES at the Montlake Branch continue, Wednesdays Nov. 2, 9 & 30, at 

11:00 a.m. 

Bring your preschoolers and toddlers to enjoy stories, rhymes, songs and fun with our children's 

librarian, Ms. Lynn. 

For Teens Who Love Books~ 

Join us at the Montlake Branch for games like Book Bingo, Book Mad Libs, Book Go Fish, and 

other fun activities that get us talking about our favorite stories and characters. It doesnôt matter 

if youôve read every book you can get your hands on or are just starting to get interested in what 

you find on the library shelves. We meet one Monday each month from 4:30-6:00 p.m. so if you 

canôt make it to this one, we hope to see you next time! Next Book Games: Nov. 14. Questions? 

Email lesley.james@spl.org. 

Finally, keep in mind that all locations of The Seattle Public Library will be closed in observance 

of Veterans Day on Nov. 11 and Thanksgiving Day on Nov. 25. <back to top> 
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Arboretum  and  UW 
Botanic  Gardens  
Excerpted from website by 

Janice Sears, Photo by Tom 

Brown 

The leaves are at their peak! 

Better get out there before you 

miss the show at  the 

Arboretum and the Japanese 

Garden. 

.Japanes Garden Hours Nov 

1-13 10am-4pm Admission 

$6. 

Free Weekend Walks 

Washington Park 

Arboretum   
Our Weekend Walks are led 

by experienced, trained, 

knowledgeable and engaging 

docents. 

Sunday, 11/6 & 11/20, 11am 

ï 12:30pm: The 11 am tours 

of each month are themed 

tours.  

September's theme is Sorbus 

and Ash - a stroll amongst the 

Brian O. Mulligan Sorbus 

Collection and our collection 

of true Ashes. 

Sunday, 11/6 & 11/20, 1 ï 

2:30pm: Tour du jour! 

This walk is based on the whims and interests of our knowledgeable and engaging Garden 

Guides. You could see one of our major collections like oaks or maples, visit flowers of the 

season or perhaps you'll stroll through our wetlands learning about restoration and aquatic 

wildlife.  You won't know unless you show!  

Web link for more info: http://depts.washington.edu/uwbg/gardens/wpa.shtml 

<back to top> 
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